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SPEECH OF MR. MORTON,
OF VIRGINIA,
‘ON THE TERRITORIAL QUESTION.

Hovex or RerrzsexTarives, Fen. 6, 1850,
Mr. MORTON said: Mr. Chairmen, 1 have long desired
10 obigin the floor, and have st last succeeded, [ made an
ineflectual effort some weeks pasl, in order to make an expla-

nation ; vet that favor could only be awarded by the unani- |

mowus consent of the House : one gentleman dissented, and |
failed.
the rules of the House, as 1 could only obtain the floor by
gnapimoos consent, so I could hold it only by the same con-
sent,’and :herefore might, and probably would, have been cut
off in. the midst of what I might have intended saying. We
are now in Committee of the Whole on the state of the
Union, where full latitude of. debate is allowed—where I
shall have *“ sea-room "' to define my position personally, and

I regrettod it the less, however, from the fact that, by |

. 3
| liberately, we shall find that they are founded in juslice, and | of Representatives, 25th Congress, third session, page 60, pass-
| that these are o idle complaints on the part of the South. I | ed yeas 156, nays 65.)
|ut-lmherthcni-my|i¢ht more firmly guarantied in our | It was presented by a Northern man, from the State of
constitution than the right which Southern men have under | New H The resolution was discussed and adopted,
| ite peavi to reclaim their fugitive slaves * The second 186, nays 65, more than two to one. It was declared
provisions to rec ugiti | i;m ¥y .
| section of the fourth article of the constitution reads in these a solemn vote of the House that the effort to abolish sls- | ty, still
| words : !guin&gDMwummegwbm.&hueghm
|- | eld to ice or labor in one State, under the | Sfales. Northern men voled w thern men, I voted accustomed to sla
hw.hmru‘ﬁl:s ﬁ.t. .nﬁmer, shall, in consequence of | the trqth: Ha_w, then, can Southern men be of | how to use and direet ;
| any law or regulation therein, be discharged from such service  for resisting this etfort now ! And how can it be alleged that if we choose without our slaves,
or labor, but shall be delivered up on claim of the party to | the South is too sensitive upon this question when eleven ' all. Would 1t not be ir
whom such service or labor may be due.” | years ago more than two to one of the House of ta- | North, the territory is open. to you
The immediately preceding clause of the same article (con- | tives declared that to be the true intention, and which the [ take your machiuery, ploughs, looms, and anvils with
| South now feels to be the fact ! | Is it expected Southern men should have less sensibility, lese
1 : This question may probably be more forcibly brought to the ' feeling, less pride, when an indiguity is offered to them ?
other crime, who shall fiee from justice, and be found in | hearts of Northern men by supposing that, instead of Vir- | Suppose partners in irade were to accumaulate property to
another State, shall, un demund of the Executive authority of ginia and Marylarid ceding the Distiict of Columbia to the | a large amount out of the common funds of the partnership,
 the State from which he fled, be delivered up, 1o be removed | G 1 Government, the  Old Biy Siate” had ceded ten | and by the labor of the joint partners ; suppose the majority
| ® lhe. Stfu ha\rmg:]urudlcuon of the ,“m"; b e | miles square, including the beautiful city of Bo_lmu; that | should determine to appropriste the whale acquisition 1o them-
., This right (contioued Mr. M.) which a Southera mankas | o0 or forty years the Representatives of this nation bad Je- | selves, would not this violate the fundamental rights of the

-
-

|
|
|

]

| tinued Mr. M.) is'in the following words ;
““A person charged in any State with treason, lelony, or |

I¥, to declare my opinions upon those great questions which  pation—in the North and in the South. The demand was
agitate not ouly this House, but the country. | to be made upon the State, and it was & demand to be made

Mz, Chairman, this is the first deliberative body of whieh I | i favor of the party claiming the property ; aud, if national
bave ever been a member. This circumstance slone, perhaps, | legislation was not sufficient to effict it, it was the duty of
might furnish a sufficient excuse for saying u few words in | Northern men to co-operate in rendering obedience to the
explanation of my position; but when, soperadded to this, o provisions of the constitution. The terms of the section which
gross act of injustice has been done me by a newspaper pub- | relate to fugitives from justice are the same—to be ¢ delivered
lished in this city, and known as the ‘¢ Kepublic,” gentleinen up.” Tt i, conceded on all sides that there has been acquies-
on ail sides will admit I have not only an excuse, but a jus  cence on the patt of the North in the provisien respecling
tification for the remarks [ am about to submit, fugitives from jastice ; whilst, in respect to fugitives from

Ip commenting upon 'the constitution of the committees of | jahor, there has been not only resistance, but aleo adverse
the House, that paper thought proper to express itself thusin ' Jegislation. S0 far from extending the aid which we had a
relation to the Committee for the District of Columbia : | right to expect, and which our fathers who framed the con-

[Mr. M. here read the extract, setting forth that the Speak- | siingtion did expect, there has been adverse, hostile legisla-
er biad appointed on that Committee four Locofocos, three | tion, And the question might be pertinently made why has
Whigs, one Free-Soiler, and Mr. Monvox, of Virginia.] | there been this difference in respeet to lugitives from justice

Now, (continued Mr. M.,) I acknowledge no right in any | and fugitives from labor ? 'Can it be that the North, as well

man of any party, still less do I acknowledge the right of any ' ys the South, is interested in reclaiming fugitives from jus- |

editor of any paper, to define my political position. Since | ice, whilst the South alone is interested in reclaiming fugi-
the time I becams entitled (o the right of suflrage, [ have cast | tives from labor 7 Mr. Chairman, in order to show the im.
seven Presidential votes. The finst I ever gave was for Wil- | portance of this clause of the conslitution, as conceded by
liam H. Crawford, of Georgia; the last was for Zachary the Norihern men, I will quote a short extract from a deci-
Taylor. The intermediate votes were for those candidales sion made by Judge Baldwin in the case of Prigg againstthe
who were run by the Whig party in my own State and in | Sqyte of Penusylvania, 16 Peters. It is as follows :
the nation ; and I ask, if political opinions are to be defined | & w ¢ i historically well known that the elause in the Con-
by votes given in Presidential elections, how many members ' giitution of the United States relating to persons owing service
on this floer (ves, if the editors of the Republic) can furnish  and lshor in cue State, escaping into other States, was to se-
higher evidence of fealty to the Whig party ? cure to the citizens of the slavehalding States the complete
Again, 2s to my opinions. Whatever my opinions may l‘l_Bhi’hnd title of ownership l_n'lll;mr -“‘e-sl:; as prm}erl} ,tl::
have been, I nave always had independence to avow them, | £Very Stute of the Union into which they mig 't[‘?::?m troa te
without reference to msjorities or minorities; and those po B
litical opinions I have entertained for the greater portion of
my life, with a minority, but never less firmly or decidedly. | ;) joed, s so vural 1o the presevvation of their domestic inte-
[t is unnecessary to refer to many questions, now obsolete. ' esrs and institutions, that it canuet be doubted that it consti-
It is suflicient to say that, when they were living questions, | tuted a fundamental ariicle, without the adoption of which the
was always found in the ranks of the Whig party voting for | U'mion could not have been formed. lts true design was to
those measures, and sustaining them with such ability as God = guard against the dnctrlnﬂ’ und Iprlpclpl}cu prevailing in lt‘ie
has given me. As regards that, which is still a living ques.  nou-sluveholding States, by \-‘“",‘e".““g $hepa Lrom. Reran=
b ; s : - dling with or obstructing or abolishing the rights of the owners
tion—I allude to the tarifi—my opinions have ever been the of sluves,”—Prigz vs Cammonwﬂgh af f’
same ; and ba',ura that question was adopted ;u 2 par!: n; i‘.:.o } Shvmice ‘;'I 30, g5 V8 ! 't
creed of the Whig party in my State and in the South, 7le- 2 3 # Yol S
i s i, W g evns, wa hould o nci || Aot i e doto of g Bidwin upon, hat sl
dental protection to our own labor and industry—that it is o Lﬂ'n o 1o chaTad: 3 d‘ ing the last fall. in holdi
: ; O : , given in charge to & jury during the last fall, in holding
‘\{f";:?m l‘gb::hl 'a'l':,'::Il?eton;:;c:;;lzf]?de??:;c:h:n:{?e.?fg;r;‘ his circuit court in Indiana. I[n commenting upon this clause
faised ‘2 : wuce in | OF the constitution, he says :
Whig party by !hn_RepuNm 2 It c”} i’iﬁly be' decause, Ln “ The clause in’lhe' eony‘itution which has been read, and
the Tecent. asganiasiion of the House, not vote for the the net of Congress in regard to fugitives from labor, were in-
nominee of the Whig caucus. : tended to cover the services of slaves us well as those of ap-
I arrived in Washington the evening the caucus was held ;

> 2 prentices, 1 ve K
when [ entered the room there was but a single member with | nitjon of this power in the States, and in this firm,weas essens

| State in which they were held in servitude.

whem it might be said I was acquainted, and even with him | fia! to the adoption of the constitution ; and on this principle of |

bad not exchanged a word wpon the subject. To several compromise the compact of the Union was formed,”—{ Western
members | had been introduced. Before [ entered, the reso- | Law Journal—Judge McLean’s charge iu the case ot Ray 74,
lution of the distinguisbed gentleman from Georgia (Mr. Doonell & Hamilton, Circuit Court of the United States, Dis-
Toowns) had been submitted, and he had delivered his ot of Indiana.] i s :
speech. | listened to the discussion for some time, and re- - [ ‘ask, Mr. Chairman, if Northern mien will form their
quested that the resolution might be read. It was, andthere- Opinions by the judgment of Northern judges * I have quoted
upon | took my ground promptly, decisively, independently. the dec'sions of two distinguished Northern jurists, who agree
I ined the ion, and, as | wish to preserve it as a N saying that this was a fundamental article of the constitu-
leaf in our political history, I will read it : tion, without the engrafting of which the constitution never
“ Resoiwed, That Congress ought pot 1o pass auy law pro- | Would bave been framed. T ask if there s a Northern man
hibiting slavery inthe Territories ot California und New Mex-  bold enough to stand up upon this fluer and say that that fun-
ico, norany luw abolishing slavery iu the Districtof Colunibin,” dam;ntal) ari{cle o!hl.hehmnlmnuur;‘ has I'le:‘l been trng:p:!ex{ in
. ; i . | the dust fes; Northern men acknowledge it is a dead let-
-dllrl- “l' ::"' " .I:l.d Il‘:::il:f'dﬂl:ﬁot'ﬂl: &':;‘"r:‘ t?:n r:- ter. And why is itadead letter ? Becamse of their hostile
LT W PR and adverse legislation. :
'"::‘::‘1 m’:"{ d’:'d..:lh:«;;"?e q“““::; ::. ﬁ';‘ e“.f‘;::;‘r _Mr. Ginnixes interposed, and acked i1 the gentleman from
prociso wid the alolition of siacery in the District of C,. V\inia would permit bim 12 inquire very respecifully—
dombia jnvoleed net only the existenes of parties, but the “The Uu;_mh;uhx.ﬂ Do’u the genileman from Virginia (Mr.
mbia iy the floor !
unity of the republic. These were the grounds upon which " s ron) V1€ AR S Dl
I susinined the resolution. I did not think that Southern :{r 3;0“.“;4 My lime ia very limited.
mep were asking too much from Northern men, if they de Ly ASUDEa S
sired them 10 co-operste in the organization of a national party ;
that they should satisfy us they were co-operating with friends;
that I did not choose to uuite in any orgenization, when the

titution.
Mr, Monrrox, (resuming.) It woull be very difficult to
4 inflios i - \. name apy Northern State which has not violated it. You
N-lln o of it would be to inflict irreparable injury upon the have violated it by mobs; youy have violated it by legislation.

snd upon the Union. My position in the reported 5 s ,
e . Mr. Grourxas. Will the gentleman name one State which
procoedings of the esucus was given to my friend from ' bas violated it by legislation * i

Georgla, (Mr. Owxs.) This arose from the mistake of the | M. Mamton - Peno :
i Mr. 7 eylvania, Rhode Island, Massachu-
m‘”":‘ ":L‘"‘T ue l"'m"“i:;d::]:ﬁ ‘l“;o:;?’.el:: | setis, and many other northern States. Tt would be easter to
nﬂpi'h-\:’imm ;hl;p::dq:'he abolition of 'I“u“ in | Dame the exceplions than to name the States. [ trust the
ot I.l'-tm:t of C | i Posit rtaripes i sentimj;nt | gentleman will not interrupt me with such inquiries as that,
thuie i ot thet limo' towhea uint‘ull nmﬁmilt i Northe when the history of the times stamps truth upon every word
om minds of both porties, ‘h{’ e ke WHHIE be I have said, ard Northern men, who are not sunk in the depths
and submitted to by the Bouth. [ knew otherwise. of{mullcm_r-, 'd‘m’; 1'.)‘.}5?"' ded fund |
ri.:r o and devotion to the Union prompted me, | 1 W8 30ing te ask, if this was regarded as a fundomenta
wl:lmm 'Mmm 0 e’ the' pesition Which T cond dami ar l&nl{ of llil:.e cogltllul:mn—dwitho?! which, &5 Northern mﬂlﬂ
1 ; gty i wony  86d Northern judges have declared, our fathers never wou
'W“"t:’.':'ma d:g: l::::’i:'.':]” 1:‘:‘?;;1\'1”1" have framed t.‘tlmt instrument—if inl this day and this hour
:: -.,“:h i b 918 | there is less need, as a security to the South, for that provi-
Rad: wl dﬁf.".ﬁm idering this to be a disorganizing o0 lhan there was when the constitution was adopted ' At
it 1 roassdedit se Aiahl mz“"mh.“ lbel"e!{?l j;rﬁf that time the fathers of Northern men intended, and the
:. s :'M fled: fh'y blis wbss Imonlrn o foli | fathers of Southern men expec ed, that this provision would
get s Fl:n'd. e ulfgnal ;nimi would be aroused, D¢ honestly carried out. Butof Iate a spirit has arisen in this
“‘u'“:t nl"hnlll Sushod. and our alonieis Utiia Dée. naiion that has swept away this guaranty, thie security for
Sl usasilindie’ stkar thglnwl mz andl 2 Icumiifum | Soutbern property : for whatever gentlemen from the North-
v e ‘M dnu,n with five other gentlemen I left the | ©0 States max thivk upon this question, however they may
i s Gy Rk D} all E:. nsibility for ;;s recur to the principles avowed in the Declaration of Indepen-
suous | Whilet 1 felt lbe’loﬂ'r gl :2 vot- oBon dence, and appeal to the law of God—neither of wkich they
g 1D s 8o h-sp S Aka HaALE gr the | read as they were intended to be read—the Scuth loock upon
'1,"““' - dﬂ-'h'm'mrln“u:‘:'a m‘thm ﬂu[en bands be. 'Deir laves not only as persoms, but as property. Your
lmm:- 1 “;"m « responsibility in the course | | [31bers acknowledged they were property : our fathers main-
St b .:::w it t..‘::-.' I'u‘l’: willing to meet | ®ined they were property. Their descendants know them to
"l" P o g pen A ey ‘"s tition be property, guarantied by the constitution ; ond all they ask
",bﬂ w' \!:ﬂl: d Bouth lh'; th dkl'm ished | OF Northern men is fidelity, honesty in giving that security
Sy ¢ 1 = e (;'l“ 'w:l . 4 :’“lld ‘;‘P which the constitution intended. I sk again, with what
::“"" :h W ““"‘ , rl knl:r T;::n'mqf):::m of | COuntensnce can a Northern man rise on this floor and say
"'-“_:" by ﬁ m"m Ets shie Jr 4oli. | that this agitation is the agitation of the South : that this ag-
Wy coustitoents, By l:iu:i" - ? d 'J"" h': © S¥1" gression is the azgression of the South, when Northern men
eious for bs election. = Ly ‘; N ';l iy "'."";' admit that this wa= a fundamental clause, that it was the
bod amived ; bolieving the lm‘._"'_ s .ndw" ern mind, | corner sione of the constitution * That corner-stone ruthless
uobroken, would be fatal to "‘; i""!d o " {i of setr, 'hands bave snaiched from under the building and cast into the
shouid have sarned myseif '1 et “I;‘ "“I::-' ';{ “‘:):’ sea of fanaticism. N, there is not an honest Northern man,
snd forguiien my emnlry. """:;“ pubilc f[::ﬂ ofm"l‘l whose mind is not completely shrouded, who can doubt for a
and, | ust, & F"";* man ; with th N“‘"“‘I" ot ];'l | moment that Southern rights, guarantied to us by the consti-
eave 'l:n,ﬂ‘;u?r:,;h.“ m ;’t:)ﬂﬁ.f: Iil? tution, have been disregarded and trampled in the dust; and
sparite e Jdityy o ;
bt the seponabiity of & patrit. 10 I perish, [ perish? | con 80 C NG
The Wikt provies was 11 "'"'I YoNEES "i’ c::u;a r. Chairman, [ will now submit a very few remarks up-
My opin o wee Rnown o my constituents. §mads the | o, oo oiher question that seems to disturb the consciences of
declaration (hat 0 was AP "f"":'"' wafu, ”PP"""? Northern men to such an extant, that, ratherthan not carry
wraltang o the Bouh . tha TN took ber lltln ' out their purposes, they would convulse the country and dis-
thore | "‘"‘“ -ﬁ"* b " ! ohlent, l'“} Ber irGest | i ive the Union. [ refer to the mbolition of slavery in the
sose. Thet pusithon | then aceapid—tiat praion ;1‘.:““"' District of Columbia.  And here permit me to say that this
I wm 1ot one of those who enutitiLgot despaired ® ' s a question which touches the heart and probably the intes-
putae. 1 felt this duy every ""';"- “ut uttered -"[ e 010 | et of almost every member of my constitucoey, And did
P guetioman S Georgis, (Me. Brarases ) | wished, | 0 00 heliove that there was the determination—swhich be-
o e manent, 0 respd ts 1 e Boue -'f'.'“-'L".‘“.' ol Fatl- | fore God I could mot doubt from the signs befure me upon
o gy ‘lh“;"' l""'" » “.h‘ o t:"‘ m‘“,: MY | the convening of this Uongress—on the part of the Northern
:":'.";‘.:- s “.' '.';":'":"'w ,';-"_r I ’:' members to abolish slavery in this District, so far as the le-
- s £ e .1 Whslative action of Congress is concerned, there would be just
Soted Gyvewr SN foeger wist | ewe my weuntry, wheil o same determined, unanimous resistance, atall hazards and

one the Somth, whet | owe e e My beliet (s LT !

. ! ' ba the last extremity, as if the assault had Leen directly upon
this Liion wid be pevpminated . bt 0t Wil i P“' "":’ by the institution in the siave States. re
3+ deller et spetions endees . g o o ofer M othe heed ol . : i 3 Hoe Yo
Iess comrer whisoh hme bewe jo s b A cunt e, of thowe @i, how daes this quastion stand *  The District of Co

o Uit S Sulow T stc, Shes 69 196t here lambin was originslly ceded by the Siates of Virginia and

" rosasl 0 gty hetaee — - messueem, | sav, b
veopsummna'rd, sl there @0 v wan pe o glfleciog P e
Lo mor sbwgth 20 hold 0 togetier. Tt ol be spvere]
bt mover by & Bon e Lacd [ @ oo severed by e ek

Tuey wire then slavdnolding Siates ; they continue to be
wavebolding Beates ; and it i regarded by my constituents,
snd o'l the Sogth, that this essay toward« the sholition of sla-

OGRS S S oo o @y o oo b wery 0 the District of Colambia is not only a step, b -
ot o o - ot step, but a d:
- thw h:b:ﬂt-‘-d.:". “‘-..‘ .‘:.::.’: I‘. 'T’ :“, - -""'” Aggression upon Soathern institutions in the States
ageinet e dewi guss el I'(‘ ._-., t g.;_: g Fhey Lk uposi it a8 oot only unconstitutional, but as a
(M. Wisvenm, | o the pesme o o e Wonw . ny each.of faith on 'h't't of the Nuionsl Legislature ; not
‘-IH-‘H;"M-I-._,,. ot | A £on wedeg Ly we @ breach of faith, but insu'ting to the South. Waoald

Maryland snd Virginia have ever ceded the District to the
Gienoral Giovernment had the slightest intimation been given
‘w0 imtemded 1y abolish slavery *  Is the abolition of elavery
teessnry b0 the full enjoyment of the grant’ Are modern

bem an ser wmiplieliad geioe oo i d &% mper walior o
convitgt snsl greunds, ha e Nee a0 Bowt Wy
derstand rack other . e, | W por el ow ey o e

"m “.ﬁl domger ‘?',;:':_._‘,'_ - :'";; : - ll" :‘:::- wer, parer than Washinglon and Madison! Congress has |

whh— Bhe sativatl heatt ool | e bolied. o the ¢ @fustes power of legislation, but hes Congress an aheo-
- : .II'J! St 200l 48 S o B v, omsiptent pomer ! Will the South ever consent that
e anal e BWwh v : -

cavery shal be wholishad fo the Distriet, whilst it exists in
Maos ol and Vorgrmsa © That it shall be perverted from its
oot wbd o len seat of patioral council—and converted

s

Voumen wivum | believed 1o b m v o the Wime b
1 4d not iwtemll o & 4w for 8 pertioon: hem | blevd o
:.n. l:-:‘:ﬁ..:‘n:nﬁd'w::-:v‘: :.-:‘-: ';L o u fort and arserd, fom which enemies nl'u.cll1 md:’uer:
_ " o oy Wik impuniy hurl the mowi'es of selition in her midst

0 8 muoiy of fegeight aguon e sbovmor o ¥ " Tiw .hﬁah rm. the graud eentre from which Southern
% @ slave Sege wn the Faas """"""."'"' Cies utions may be assaile by such as make profic from fa-
feel ruspeet 1o the dietingn shed gibmes femm NMasaclc O fesligs ' No, never, never, Am [ placirg a harsh
setre.  Nar do | beleve Ba, 10 8 ofiie B e procens, vy upon tha intentions of the abolitionists in regard
cotn‘iturutn, itk them L before thom, weuld baws ox- thee st joct ¢ 1 de oot intond it—I do not believe [ am.
preted or moshed mee e Loowe g ven o 8 v

Havimg oow, Mr Clarnm, devdad a0 manh e o | by e Movse i De-smber,
deein waornany b delning wy poston, §ampetioty weie U LT L
e wilen b of The - mmer b the ow ek | may = s Bagth 48 well
enable! w meke Wi e B o’ bt wpan D gRON
Jocie Which Pe® agtas Tie e

§and, Mr Ohgurmer. 1oa . was mpaniant tha the Nty
and the Nogh eheoll o derstand The
Las bt commplninte sz me an N ooy
Aod | 4o smoesly Lok s f @
sid the Seuh, cen _‘.“ - b -

1974, eleven years since.

w e e ordim ot resolgtion s in these words :

Iverwt o Lalumbon aod the Territories of the Unite

e o States,

destroy that istite Jon within heir Limits," = Journal

" to claim his property isa right which has been scknowledged, | . ; e {ls for the hspphisds | minoritys.and shook the morsl ssaes of edery b >
where I shall also have an opportunity, briefly but explicit- | and is now l'ck!?:wfc.lged, by every intelligent man in the | libezated in patriotic councils for ppimess, peace, and | minority, ; ery honest man

tion of this right aud title was indispensable to the secuvity of | bility of dissolving this happy Union, : hen )
this species of property in all the ;Ia\‘ehalding States ; and, | T have depwute?.lx ullusions on ordinary occasions to that dire- | sufficiently large to form a constitution and apply for admis-

Fram the listory of the times, we knuw the receg- |

I wished merely to ask the gentleman to
rame eny State which has violated that clause of the con-

of a Northezn man to say that the South
|

Muryland, lying in the midst of them—between them—as a |
s*at of pational legislation, not as a seat of national agitation, |

the remmosal of slaves from one State to another,
e et of s plan of aperations st on foot to affect the instis.
saleom it slavery w0 (he seversl Swtes, and thus mdirnl;l"y to

tus

| prosperity of our great and growing country. Suppose that
after this bigots in the South had discovered that the absence
| of slavery was the greatest curse, and its existence would be
| the greatest blessing to the North, and that this blessing
| should be eulab!ish;? in that district.  Suppose this was urged
with the philanthropic view of forcing upon the North the
institution of slavery. Suppose the bigots in the South'bhad
| inoculated men, women, and children with the same feelings,
' and that the South had a numerical superiority at the ballot-
box, and were resolved to make the North more

| and happy af all hazards, with what spirit would such an in- |

sult and outrage upon Northern feeling be met by the de-
scendants of the Pilgrim Fathers! They would point to the
Heights of Bunker for the spswer. ‘T'he voice of the entire
North would then be, resistance at *‘ every hazard, and to the
last extremity.”

But how far short of the actual case would this supposed

one come > How much more malignant and gross is the in-
sult * The supposed case would, if accom, compel no
man to purchase slaves; it would not be to the North

| of their fertile fields, rich manufactories, and noble cities.
But, in the case of the District of Columbia, millions upon
millions of our property is eought to be destroyed, our fields
desolated, our homes invaded, and every thing periled which
makes life desirable.  'Will not every cindid man say that this
| I8 a sad grievance to the South ?  'Who can say there is undue
| eensibility upon this subjeet ? '
| Permit me to resd an extract from the speech of onc of the

| great men of the age, if not the man of the age. [ read from

| the speech of Hexnry Crax : .

“8ir, I am uot in the habit of speaking lightly of the possi-
£ 3 'ﬁe unftd knﬂwl:‘:hat

fal event. The country will testify, that if there be any thing

in the history of my public eareer worthy of vecollection, it is

| the truth and sincerity of my ardent devotion to ity lasting
| preservation. DBut we should be fulre in our allogiance toit,
if we did not diseriminate between the imaginary sad real

dangers by which it ma{bﬁ assailed. Abolition sheuld no

| longer be regarded as an imagmary danger. Theabolitionists,

| habitants of the free States as one man against the inhabitants
| of the slave States. Union on the one side will beget unicn on
! the other ; and this process of reciproeal consolidation will be
| attended with all the violent [‘):'ljl.l.dil:el, embittered lsum"-om,
and implacable animosities which ever degraded or deformed
| human nature, A virteal dissolution of the Union will have
! taken place, whilst the forms of its existence remain, The
| most valnable element of union—mutual kindness, the feels
, ings of sympathy, the fraternal bonds which now happily unite
us—will have been extinguished for ever. Oune section will
stend in menacing and hostile array against the other, The
collision of opinion will be quickl l'uﬂ::uwed by the elash of
arms. 1 will not attempt to describe scenes which now hap-
pily lie concealed from our view. Abolitionists themselves
would shrink back in dismay und horror at the contemplation
| of desolated fields, conflagrated cities, murdered inhabitants,
| und the overthrow of the fairest fabric of human government
[ that ever rose to animate the hopes of civilized man. Nor
| should these abolitionists @atter themselves that if they succeed
in their object of uniting the people of the free States, they
will enter the contest with a numerical superiority that must
ensure vietory. All history and experience prove the hazard
and uncertainty of war. And we are admonished by Hol
Writ that the ruee is not to the swilt, nor the battle to the
| strong, But if they were to conguer, whom weuld they con-
: quer ! A foreign foe ! One who had insulted our fag, in-
| vaded our shores, and laid our country waste ! No, sir; no,
sir. 1t would be a eonquest without laurels, without glory ; a
self, a suicidal conguest; a eonquest of brothers over brothers,
achieved by one over another portion of the descendants of
common ancestors, who, nobly pledging their lives, their for-
| tunes, and their sacred honor, had fought and bled, side by
| side, in many a hard battle on land and ocean, severed our
country from the British Crown, and established our national
independence.
¢ The inhabitants of the slave States are sonetimes accused
by their Northern brethren with displaying two much rash-
| ness and sensibility 1o the operationsand proceedings of aboli-
tionists. But, before they can be rightly judged, there should
| be a reversal of conditions, Let me suppose that the people
i of the sluve Stutes were to_form societies, subsidize preises,
| make large peeuniary eontributions, send forth numerous mis-
| sionaries throughout all their borders, and enter into machi-
| nations to burn the beautiful eapitols, destroy the productive
| manufactories, and sink in the ocean the gallant ships of the
| Northern States:  Would these incendinry proveedings be re-
| garded as neighborly and fiiendly, and consistent with the
| traternal sentiments which should ever be cherished by one
| portion of the Union towards another *  Wesld they excite
| 1o emotion, oceasion no manifestations ot dissatisfaction, nor
lead to uny scts of retaliatory violence ?
| euse [alls far short of the actuul one in u most essential cir-
cumstance, In no contingeney could these capitols, manufie-
tories, and ships riss in rebellion and massacre the inhabitants
| of the Northern States,"—Mr. Clay's Speech, Senate L. S,
| 1550, Malloy's Life and Speeclzs of Henry Clay, vol, 4,
Pagre 3735,
We see here that Mr. Clay inculcated the idea that it s in
| vain to say that there is no danger to this Union from the abo-
| lition movement—that union upon one side would beget union
| on the other side.

| the grand secret of the peril in which we are placed. We
| bave been told by Northern men that the abolitionists were
locked upon with scorn snd contempt at the North, and we
had the assurance of the North that they were too inccnsi-
| derable in numbers to peril our position. We believed it,
| and I have believed 1t in former times ; but although they
|were small in number, ond still may be small—would to
God thry may becoms less, untl they vanish from the earth !
| yet they have become sufficien'ly numerous to decide the
[ elections of the North, and boih political parties, Whigs and
I Democrats, have courted the aid of the abolitionists, until
| Northetn opinion—so far as we can judge of Northern opin-
| ion from elections, from State resolutions, and by the posi-
| tions of Northern Representilives upon this floor—stands
| as one man, (I sy a# one man, though there may be, and
| T believe there are, a few excepiions,) pledged to support
| messures which we consider fatal to the South. Tell me
not of a man not being an sbolitionist who is for hastening
upon the country the abolition of slivery in the Distric: of
| Columbia, and far the passage of the Wilmot proviso; he is
as dangerous an enemy to the South as the distinguished
gentlemen from Ohio (Mr. Ginnrxss) himself.

And this sectional union at the North, which was achieved
| by both political parties courting the votes of the abolitionists,
| led to o union en the part of the South; apd that union of

the North satisfied the South that she had to rely on hersalf ;

that the Northern allies wou'd desert her, and desert her for-

ever, if ehe would tamely, ignominious!y submit to have every

thing ewept from under her. It wes a delusion on the part
| of Northern men on this subject,

But, Mr. Chaeirmon, I said [ had confidence in the Union.

[ have, because there is tvo much of patriotism in Northern
hearts, there ia too much intelligence in Northern minds, for
them ever to consummate those measures that would result
| in des'ruction to the Union, in wrecking the bright hopes of
the world, They now believe that the South is in earnest,
and means to ** resist this aggression, at every hazard and to the:
last ex‘remity " and | as much believe it as [ believe tiere
is a God in heaven ; and [ say as n Whig, and [ say it too
| a3 a national man, [ want to preserve the Unim. The Union
can be preserved alone by rendering justice to the South.
I will now, Mr. Chairman, submit my views on the Wil-

mot proviso.  Whence the power to passit’ The General
Government is a Goverament of limited powers. [t has none
| which%o not flaw from the itution as it f, The

General Government springs out of the
i should racher say, is created by it—and every office and func-
| tion it has emanates directly or indirectly from that instrunsent.
If the power exis's, it must be by express grant, or fair im-
plication fiom an express grant, Where is the express grant ?
If it exists at all, it is under the 3d section of the Ath article
of the constitution, which declares, ** Congress shall have
‘power to dispose of and make all needful rules and regula-
‘ tions respeciing the territory or other property belonging lo
‘the United States.” By a fair construction of this clause,
the power gronted *‘to make all needul rules and ragulations”
is for the territory a8 property ; for it is **respecting the fer-
| ritory or bther property belonging to the United States.” No

political power is here granted ; it is only the same er
| which i3 given over ““ather property ” belonging to the United
| States,  Few of 1he advocates of the Wilmat proviso at this
| day rest the power on this section. Driven trum this ground,
| they intrench themselves under the trealy -making power and
| the war power. T doubt mot, but under either of thess pow-

:rhmmm, mny:; ;cquired-by {reaty or by eonquest. |
| When thus acquired, there is a resuhing or a necessary power | ; ! :
of gevemmeng But how '’ Not rm!‘ of the com&wptzma | Speoch in the Senate of the United Statew,
of the constitution ; ot agains! the con- |
[ Wil send, Mr Chaitmas, & resilution which was passed | Siitution, but under the constitation, The coetitution ex-
it | tands over the territory. The territory is scquired by the |
ihe adopticn of which, it was hoped by | Goverriment ; the Government emanates from the econstitu-
% by eonwidersie men of the North, would | Hon, nod whese the Government lawfully exists, there the
| con stitu'.ianf m%“b‘: mll l‘o;cr. gut does tﬁzcorﬁ.:ﬁtuﬁm ex-
- - " il | tead there for the bevefit of one Stale, or the Rtales, or | tution would protect slave carried t i
e ved, That petitions for the sholition of slavery in the If for half the States, to ﬁ‘ exdnlim.mf} P Reopity 0 the Verritories,
the sest, then the Wilmot proviso may be constitationsily
Bat if it extends {or the benefit of all the States, as | make
aquals in dignity, tha Wilmot proviso is uiconstitutional, for | 'U'be sponsi
it appropriates the territory to balf the States, to the exelu- | awner of elaves would nacessaiily Lave involved himself in your

mot indepe

wll the Stales ?

Y | leaned to the

But the supposed |

Aupd as a commentary upon tha!, which
| is the trug sentiment, let me tell you, as [ tell the nation, |

| How do the cases didler ?
| Bat, again, I hold that the General Government cannot do
| indirectly what it cannot do direetly. If there is a gentle-
| man on this fl or who controverts this position, I refer him 10
| a resolution I have before me, which was passed by the House
| of Representatives of the 25th Congress by a vote of near six
o one : °
r. “Resolved, That Congress has no right to do that :‘u}ﬁmcr!y
which it cannot do directly.”—Yeas 170, nays 30.—Jour, 25tk
| Congress, 3d sess. page 62,
Well, then, I ask, if a constitution is presented to Con-
| aress of a State asking admission into the Union, is it com-
| petent for us to decide upon the character of that constitution
| further than upon the question whether it is republican in its
provisions } The question whether it admits or interdicts sla-
very does not affect its republican character. It is unneceasa-
| ry for me to refer to what was the condition of the States at
| the formation of the constitution. An overwhelming majority
| were slave Btates, and nothing was further from their inten-
tion than to say ljmt slavery was inconsistent with a republi-
can Government. The constitution goaraulies to every Slate
a republican form of govermment. If a State, seeking ad-
mission, presents a constitution nol republican, Congress
«could not admit her into the Union, But when its comes to
{ decide whether the constitution is republican in it character,
the question whether it allows or inlerdicts slavery does
not arige ; and no one, could justly contend that Congress
would have the right to refuse admission only because the
constitution permitted slavery. But if you say that territory
is to be carved into States of this Union should receive
no slaves in it, you provide in effect that none but non-slave-
{ holders should go there ; and when the population becomes

| gion as a State, the constitution formed by non-slavebolders,
| whom alone you have allowed 1o go, will, as a matier of
course, interdict slavery. You will thus accornplish indirect-
ly what eannot be dane directly.

But it is contended that the Supreme Court of the United
IB!_-.lu has settled the question of the constitutional power,

ennsylvania, 15| let me suppose, succeed in their present aim of uniting the in- | 80d the opinion of John Marshall is invoked. No person has

a higher veneration for the character and =ound judgment of
| that illustrions man than I have. He stands foremost in the
| ranks of the judges of our country, and second 10 no one in

the age in which he lived. But I have seen no decision of

his which authorizes the assumption. The question did not
arise in any case.

| te, unlimited power—a power controlled by, and not
| overriding the constitution.
| But I will give you the opinion of ‘¢ the Father of the Con-
! stitution”—the pure and able expounder of the work of his
own hands—James Madison. In reply to a letter from Mr.
Monrpe, during the Missouri controversy, he =ays :
** The guestions to be decided seem to be—
“1. ether a ferritorial vestriction be an assumption of
illegitimate power ; or,
* 2, A misuse of legitimate power ; and if the latter only,
whether the injury threatened to the nation from an sequies-
cence in the misuse, or from a frustration of it, be the greater.
“ On the first point there is certainly room for difference of
opinion, though, for mysell, T must own that I have always
lief that the restriction was not within the true
scope of the constitution,
*“On the alternative presented by the second point, there
can be no room, with the cool and candid, for blame in those
juiescing in a y course, the desaand for which was
deemed urgent, and the course itself deemed not irreconciles-
| ble with the cons itution. :
| . ““This is the hasty view 1 have taken of the subject. I am
i aware that 1 may be suspected of bejng influenced by the habit
| of a guarded construction of constitutional powers ; and I have
| eertainly felt all the influence that enuld justly flow from a con=
| vietion that an trolled di ion of the slaves now with-
in the United States was not only best for the nation, but most
| favorable for the slaves also, both s to their prospects ol
| emaneipation, and as to their condition in the mean time,”
[ But the advocates of the constitutional power rely upon
| precedent, and confidently point to the ordinance of 1787,
| What strength does this give them, rightly understood ? That
| ondinance was not passed under our constitulion, but before
its adoption. How, then, ¢an it be regarded as an interpre-
| tation of the constitution, when, al jts pas:age, the constiiu-
 tion was in the womb of futurity ? 8o far, then, as the pre-
| cedents of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, and Wisconsin
(the five States carved out of the Northwestern Territory)
| are invoked, upon examination, they rest upon the ** baseless
| fabric of & vision."
As to the reason of the passage of the ordinance of 1787,
under the old Confederation, listen again to Mr. Madison :
“ I have observed, as yet, in none of the views taken of the
ordinanee of 1787, interdicting slavery northwest of the river
(Jhio, an allusion to the circumstance that when it passed,
Congress had no authority to prohibit the importation ot slaves
from ubroad ; that all the States had, and some were in the
full exercise of, the right toimport them ; and, consequently,
| tint there was no mode in which Congress could check the
evil, but the indirect one of narrowing the space open for the
reception of slaves.
“Had = federal authority then existed to prohibit, direetly
und totally, the importation from abroad, can it be doubted
| that it would have been exerted, and that a regulation having
merely the effect of preventing the interior disposition of slaves
acluﬂi)’ in the United States, and creating a distinetion among
the States in the vlegrees ot their sovereignty, would not have

| been adopted, or perhaps thought of,’—fr. Madison to .
Monroe, Febritary 10, 1820,

Mark, ponder well, and apply the testimony of James
Madison.  The ordinance of '87 was passed, because the old
| Confederation had not the power to abolish the African slave-
trade. [t was intended as an indirect blow ot that trade, by
| “narrowing the space open for thetreceplion of slaves ™
| “Huada federal authority” then existed, such as is given
| under the present constitation, Mr. Madison gives it as his
opinion that tte ordinance of 1787 **uonld not have been
| udopted, or perhaps thowght of.”. Who so competent to
give an opinion as that good and great man, who was an
actor in the scenes of that day’ What, then, becomes of the
boasted precedent of the ordinance of 1787 *

The Missouri compromise is next relied on as furnishing a
precedent.  The circumstances under which it passed weak-
ens, If it does not destroy, its force. The country was con-
vilsed and the Union in danger. Statesmen might, and no

| doubt did, regard it as a greal State necessity. If a violation

| of the coastitution, the wound was inflicted to save the Union
and tke constitution. If a violstion of the constitution, it

, was by Northern men ; it was forced on the South by the
North.  Yet the South, loving the Union, for peace and har-
mony, have always been willing to abide by and extend that
compromise. Not so with the North.

Bu, in further reply to the argument of precedent, I quote

m a great statesman of the age :

“ When gentlemen attempt to carry this measure upon the
ground of acqui or precedent, do they forget that we
are not in. Westminster anl’_’ In courts of justice the utility

| of uniform decision exnets of the judge a eontormity to the ad-
Judication of his predetessor. 1In the interpretation and ad-
| minigtration of the law, this practics is wise and proper ; and
* without it, every thing depending upon the eaprice of the
Jjudge, we should have no_security tor our dearest rights. It
| 18 far otherwise when applied to the soures of legislatien. Here
no rule existe but thy CoNsTITUTION . and to legislate upon
the ground merely that our predecessors thought themselves
| authoiized, under similar circumstances, to legislate, is to
| sanetify ereor and to-perpetuste usurpation.””
I *This doctrine of precedents, applied to the Legislature,

He decided that Congress has the power | P
| of legislation for ifiz Territories, This I conceged ; but not the | P¥
a4

.and prosperity, and happiness,

Jorm a more

n union, there-is strength ; in discord, weakness.
secure the bizssings

pence and
for the ** Clayton romise bill "'

If 1 have mmm ition that the Wilmot proviso is
unconstitational, I think I can make it clear that Congress
bas the power, and it is its duty, to legislate for the protec-
tion of slave pro carried there.

‘The Territories sre the common property of the States of
this Union, The States have the rrghl to require such legis-
lation 4s may be necessary to protect the preperty of its citi-
zens who may choose to emigrate. [If, under the Mexican
law, the cottons, the woollens, the machinery, snd all the
manufactories of Massachusetts were interdicted in California,
or there was a serious doubt of their safety under those laws,
would not the people of Maseachuselts ipsist, to a man, that
Congress should pass such laws as might be necessary to give
its citizens security for their property when landed in the Ter-
ritory 7 ‘What would be the tide of indignation running
through the *“ Old Bay State,”.and all others similarly situ~
ated, if the South resisted it, and resis'ed it, too, on sectional
grounds—that Massachusetts ought not to manufacture ; that
by depriving her of  market the goods should rot on her
hands, and all ker splendid esiablishments be broken up?
As, by the Mexican law, slavery is intetdicted in California,
and serious doubts exist whether the Constitution of the Unit-
ed States will protect slave property which may be carried to
that Territory, has not the South the right to require of Con-
greas such legislation as may be necessary to secure her rights
to such W:{d her citizens who may choose to take it to
sueh Territory ! Wherein do the cases differ 7 The fable
will apswer: * 'Tis bull which has goréd my ox.”
Congress has the right to legislate. But it cannot discrimi-
nate in favor of one State, or one class cf States, to the pre-
judice of the rest. Congress should legislate so as to carry
into effect this resolution which I have drawn up, as express-
ing thy opinions upon the subject.

Resolved, That the Territories, the common property of
the States of this Union, should be open to all its citizens;
that all who emigrate, from each and every State, are equully
entitled to legislutive protection for property, which is recog-
nised a8 such, under the laws of the State from which they
may emigrate,

Why, will you seek to monopolize ull the Territories we
bave and all the Territories we may in future acquire? Is
it humanity to the slave ? Will it improve his conditi-n ?
Heed what Mr. Madison says in the extract I have read.
The extension of slavery within our borders, wherever that
labor is profi.able, conduces to the comfort of both master and
slave. It tends to ameliorate his condition, snd make the in-
stitution more manageable to any State which may choose to
a prospective emancipation law. Where slave labor is
ofitable it will go; where not, it will stop, It will regulate
iteelf, with amelioration to (ke slave, justice to the master, and
safety to the Union,

Is it for the sake of political power 7 This is avowed hy
many, and felt by all. Does the North complain of the rep-
resentation of three-fifths of our slaves? Itisa part of the
constitution, and a fundamental article. Will confining sla-
very o its present limits diminish that representation > The
African slave trade is cut off; the Wilmot proviso would op-
erate alone upon the slaves in the country. 1f 100,000 were
taken from Virginia and transferred to California, they would
cease to be represented in Virginia, but would be in Califor-
nia. How, then, does the mere transfer from one State to
another increase the power of the South in the House of Rep-
resentatives 7 Not at all.  In the Senate it is different, and
there the political power of the North would be increased. I
said the political power in the South would continue the same
by the mere exchange of the slaves now in the States from
one State to another. But it is professed by the North that
their policy is to coop them up within the present limits un-
til they become s0 numercus that their continvance as slaves
will be intolerable to the South. Itjs to force emancipation,
without reference to the consequences to either race. He is
ignorant of Bouthern society, sr.d understands nothing of hu-
man nature, who supposes that emancipation in the South
can be safely effected by leaving them in the country. No,
this cannot be done. 'The poorest white man in the South
would resist it, and sesl that resistance with the last drop of
blood which warms his heart. There is a distinction in the
racee of the South; they are not equals; they are masters
and slaves ; superiors and inferiors. They have been so for
generations, and will continue f0. The prejudices of color
can never be overcome upon Fouthern soil. Coop them up
in their preeent limits, and you may force a war between the
races; but it will be a war of extermination to the blacks,
with scenes of horror which history has painted in other coun-
trics.  But fanaticism, under the garb of philanthropy, would
press it to these consequences, and the mass of the North,
whilst condemning, etili lend a belping hand. Is this the
epirit of brethren ?  Is this no grievance to the South > Does
she unjustly complain of legislation infended to effect and
necessarily bringing about such resuls 2

On the question of cons'itutional justice, 1 demand with
what propriety can it be asked by Northern men that the
common property of the Union, paid for out of the common
treasury, and won by the commen valor, should be monopo-
lized by the North ? that the South should have no part nor
lot in the matter? that a slave Swate to be formed out of that
Territory should not be admitted into the Union ¥ Are you
treating us as equals? [ ask gentlemen, are you treating us
as freemen—as the descendants of poble sires ?  Our fathers

‘were the equals of your fathers ; their sons are your equals.

We claim no superiority ; but, with the blessing of God, with
strong hearts and firm nerves, let whatever will come, the
South cannot and will not permit the brand of inferiority to
be marked upon her forehead.

We ask, then, nothing but justice. Are yon willing to
award us justice * If you are, there will be peace, and union,
But if this Government,
which was intended as a shield—and a shield to the weak—
should trample under foot the rights of the South and the pro- |
visions of the constitution : if the North appeal to the ballot-
box, (for the ballot-box has become sectioral on this ques-
tion,) and ask us to submit, we will appeal to & violated

charter ; we will stand on the very fundation on which our

fathers stood ; we will stand on the principles of '76, and the
same spirit that animated them will animate their descendants.
And now, gentlemen, say, will vou render us justice? We
osk but our rights. Think not you can press vs to the wall,
and meet ro resistance. No! **Greek will meet Greek.”
You are as brave as we are. But your arm will be unnerved
in such an unholy crusade. We will battle upon our own |
s0il, for our wives, our children, our hearth-stones; a cow-
ard will be a hero—

““He is trebly armed whose cause is just.”

Press that issue’ upen ue, and we will appeal to the god of
battles with more fsith and stronger confidence than our fa-
thers did, when they pledged *‘/ife, fortune, and sacred
hongr."
Mr. Chairman, what were the great objects for which the
consti'ution waz formed’ The greumbis declares it: To
pe’;f:ct wnion, lo estaolish justice, to ensure b~
mestic tranquilisty, to provide for the cammon defence; to
sezure the blessings of liberty to ourselvas-and our posterity
Des the sgitation of the siavery question establish justise 2

T this there is o negative response in the heart of every
honest man.

Does it ensare domestic tranquillity 2 Let the
embitiered feelings, the wide-spread dissensions, the fearful
apprehensions which now distract Congress, are convulsing
the nation, and shaking our Union to its deepest foundstions,
let them answer. Does it tend to.the common ce?
oed it
rty to ourseloes and our posterity 2
gs to every section of this Union.

u{:ﬁ :

Itish

ling these

| appears to me to be fraught with the mo t mischievous conse--| Speak, then, men of the North, the.calming words,, ** Peace,

over all others is, that we have a written constitution, defining

its limits, and praseribing its suthorities; and that howeves,
for u time, faction may convulse the nation, and passion amd
| party prejudies sway its funetionaries, the season of reflection
| wiil recar, when, enlmlg retrucing their deeds, sll sberrations
| from fundamental principle will be corrected.  But onee sub-
| stitate practics for principle, the exfomstien of the eonstitution

promote one of these objrels ¥ ] £
not defeat themall? A" perfect.union is a union of interest ; |
a union of: brotherly affection snd love ; that an injury to the|-

constitution—or, I quences. The great advuntage of our system of Governmenc| be still,”

1 ask members fiom the North, and through them I ask
their constituents, does the agitation of the slavery question

wenkest member of the North shou'd be felt by every South

| for the text of the eonstitution, aad in vain shall we look for the | @70 heart, and a wound infliced upoun the feeblest Southesn

| instrument in the instrument itselt ! Tt will be as Jiffused and
| intangible sa.the pretended constitutionol England, and'must
| be sought for iu the statute boak, in the fugitive jounnals of
| Cougress, sad in reports of the Seeretary of the Treasory.
| What woull be our sondition if we were (0 tske the int-rpre-
| tations given to that sacred book which is, or ought o be, the
| eriterion of eur faith, for the bovk itsell ! We should find
 the holy Bible buried ben<ath the interpretations, glosses,
'andeomments of couneils, synods, and learned divines, which
| have produced swarms of intolerant and furious seats, partak-
| ing less of the mildness and meekness of their ceigin than of a
vindictive spitit of hostility towards each othee. ql'h,ey ought
to afford us a solemn waening to make that consé tntion, which
we havermarn to suppare, ovr invariable guide, "—Mv, Clay's
1511,
i

Mr. Chairman, bave I not establishad that the Wilmos |

| proviso is uncons itutional ? Congress has no power to pass it,
The Bouth made grest coucessinns, in voting with swch

unanimity for the * Clayton compremisze bill.” She thas

| manifeste] her deep devotion to the Union. Most Sauthern

1 men (and [ with them) thought that the shield of the conati-

But Southern men, of eminent abilitins, high legal sitain-
| ments, and elavated position, differed, and ware unw to
the surrender, as they theught, of Boutbern 8.
question was to be decided hy the 8 Court. The

‘usy, with a **

State should meet with a genarous response in every Northarn
bosom. An Wmjury by a sizanger’s hand is fult and resentad ;
but ob ! how painful the wound sud bitter the feelings when
inflicted by s brother's. I baseech you to pause; by the me-
morias.of the post and the hopes of the future, hru_k wot the
last golden cord; let ws weave them saew and bind them
around the Union with the patriotic fervor of our noble ances-
tora. Let us come together with brotharly love, and sacrifice
upon the altar of the Union every unhappy seciional feeling ;
let the pure imcense of patriotism ascend from our hearts,
sa it did from thoss of Washington, of Hancock, of Madi.
son, of Adams., Let us think of the glorious destiny before
rfeet Univn ;" let us thivk of the millions who
are to succred us, and the curses which will rest wpon us,
should we be faithless to the sacred trast wa hold far pusterity ;
think of the o nations of the earth who are looking
wih hope to our beacon-light of freedom. Oh, extinguish
not that I'ght! Crush not these hopes! Let that “ mus-
tard seed” which our fithers planted grow untl its rools
shall penetrate earth's centre, and its branches spread until
all pations shall rest in peace and liberty under its shade '
Brethren of the North, let your patriotism rise with the crisis ;
the times require it ; nol n moment can be lost. Think not of
“« pol tombstonies ;" think of our country ; take the re-

bility of saviug the Union. Itisin your hands. el

constitusnts so. The upheaving of the national bosvm

Yea! I will selif it does

TELEGRAPH REPORTS, &c.

The Evroreay Steamer Niscara arrived at
‘Halifax on Thursday. No account of her news
had reached here at a late hour last night. )

Dates from Sanra Fx to the 6ih February have been re-
ceived by persons who lately arrived st St. Louis. There is
no news at 3unta Fe.  The plains are covered with snow o
the depth of twenty inches. The Apache Indians evince
much hostility, and continue their depredations upon travel-
lers. One of the panty, who came overland from California,
(baving left there on the 20th November,) says that the road
is literally strewn with property of every description which
had been thrown away by the emigrants.

The Treymoxr Houss, at Boston, suffered fome damage
by fire on Thursday forencon, It caught in the attic, and
caused much consternation and ercitement amongst the .
mumerous inmates of that extensive hotel, The extent of
the damage is not stated.

Bavrnmore, Maren 22—5 P. M.

Qur parket is rather unsetiled, dealers bolding off for the
steamer.  Sales of 700 barrels Howard street flour at $4.62;
City Mills same price. Sales of red wheatat 113 a 114 cents ;
white do. 108 a 112. Com is steady : sales of white at 49
a 50 cents, and yellow 51 a 53 ; oals 324 33, Nathing new
in provisions or groceries.

he receipts of tobacco are increasing, and ‘the market
throughout the week has been rather quiet. No eales of mo-
ment. The tendency of prices is rather to decline. The im~
pertations are 359 hogsheads, of which 339 are Maryland.

here is nothing doing in wool, and prices tending to de-
cline, Whickey 24 a 25 cents.

Btocks are more active. Sales of 10,000 U. 8, 6% (1867)
at 114§ ; 225 shares Baltimore and Ohio Railroad at 555
Baltimore and Susquehanna do. 204 ; Maryland 6's 101§
bid, 102} asked.

The money market is more easy, with free discounts on
liberal terms, - 3

b . Jib

New York, Alexandria, Washington, aud Georgetown

=

REGULAR LINE,

PACKETS.
. Schr. FAIRFAX..... ....C. Penfield, Master.
Do EMPIRE............Rulus Kna o
Do STATESMAN......J. D. Cathe do
Do WASHINGTON....J), Kendriek do
Do SENATOR..........W. Kirby do
Do HAMILTON..... +++ A, Dayton do
Do ARLINGTON...... H. Lewis do

One of these vessels will sail trom New York on Saturday
of each week, (or oftener,) during the business season.

For ireight or pussage apply to the masters on board, or t
sﬁu{lﬂﬁs; CLEARMAN & CO,, i
110 Wall street, New York.
S. SHINN

& SON, Alexandria,
mar 23 F. & A. H. DODGE, Georgetown.

REAT SALE of BOOKS, DRAWINGS, PAINT-
ings, vings, and Statuary at Auction, by
order of the assignee and administrator of the late WirLrax
A. Corxay, long known as a collector and dealer in rare
Books and Works of Art,

BY COOLEY & KEESE, (Joux Krxse, Auctioneer,)
At No. 303 Broadway, New York,
Commencing on WEDNESDAY, the 10th of April, and continu-

ed for seven days, :

This extensive sale will include Mr. Colman’s private libra-
ry, and will comprise more than four thousand numbers, em-
bracing—

A very large and rare collection of the old Classics

More than sixty numbers ot Bibliography

Mlustrated Works, including mavy of the best, and of the
finest proof plates

The division of Poetry and the Fine Arts is quite unique,
and will make the entire sale of the last evening.

A subscriber’s copy of Audubon on the Birds of America,
the plates of whichare destroyed and the work out of priat—
valued at $1,000

One copy of Musee Royale and Musée Frangais

A fine folio copy of Hogarth

Travels of Maximilian, illustrated with many colored draw-
ings—valued at $150

ghuktpenre 1llustrations, 2 vols. 4to., comprising Etchings
and Proofs—very scarce, valued ut $125
One eopy Enevelopedia Britanniea, $160
Penny Cyclopwedia, early London sopy, 27 volumes
Smith's W'}m isonne, 8 volumes, ul 8vo.
Antiquities of uliamum, 6 volumes, folio R

A large and entirely unique Scrap Book, mostly original
American and English Drawings ! :

Also, the well-known set of six Marble Busts of the Napo-
leon Famiiy, valued at $2,500. 3

And smong the Paintings, the Dying Gladiator, valued at
$3,000 ; the Roadside, by Agasse, $1,000, | i
Also, afine eolleetion of Water Color and Peneil Drawings,
by the celebrated artists, Holland, Leigh, Guaton, and olhgrt.
Terms : All purchusesto the amount of $300 and over, four
months’ credit, for approved notes, or 2§ per cent. discouut
for cash ; smuller amounts, for cash on delivery.

The stock may be examined a few days previous to the sale.
- Orders or bids for any work will be earetully attended
to if sent to the Auctioneer, or they may be execmted by the
nearest bookseller, :
I Orders or bids reseived and catalogues may be examin-
ed at the store of Tayron & Mavey, Pennsylvania avenue,
nesr Yth street. mar Y
RARE CHANCE FUR CAPITALISTS.—Per-
haps a more rare chance for profitable and handsome
investment has not occurred for a leng time than the present.
The subseriber otfers at private sale his beautifal and fine es-
tate, situated on the Potomace river, in Charles county, Mary-
land, about twenty miles below Alexandria and thirty from
Washington, containing about 751 acres, with a variety of
soil, from the fine flowery soil for making the No. & bright yel=
Jow tobacco, to the alluvial bottom and stilf elayey soil for
wheat and meadow land, with a large proportion of the latter.
The improvements consist of a large, commodious, and
well-arranged dwelling house, with pantries, closets, and fine
dry cellars, and built at a cost of nearly $6,000, loeated on an
eminence from which the prouru. commands & view ol near-
Iy the whole farm, a view of the Potomsc and. sdjacent coun-
try, which is picturesque and beautitul ;.also, of an overseer’s
house, four No, 1 houses for servants, stable, smd carriage
house, three fine barns, one among thebest corn-houses in
the eountry, a rat-proot meat-house, dairy, ice-house, fire-
roof ash-fiouse, with all the necessary poultry-houses, &e.
he whole buildings are nearly new, built in she best style,
and of the best matertals, i

The pesch and apple orchards are extensive, and are of the
best budded and gratted kinds, now in full ; together
with a great variety of other choice fruits, as grapes,
quinces, cherrics, apricots, plums, pears, raspberries, straw=-
berries, &ko. ‘Fhe adj t waters abound in the finest fish
and wild fowl in their season. It is convenient to churches of
different persaasions, to gristand saw milks,. to post office and
blacksmith shop, &e. The facilities of gstting its products
to murket by vessels and steamboats ave i%egm; 1,000
bushels of wheat can be shipped in a day. place is ac-
knowledged by all who know it to be a. heslthy one. The
whole estate would make three desirable-sized farms, and
would be sold altogether, or in three parts, ss may be desira-
ble ; one of 83, nne of about 2536, and one of about 200 acres.
The place i3 well watered, hasa superabundance of wood, and
an immense quantity of fine locust und: timber. Lime in
any quantity ean be contracted for to he d d wit'ain half
a mile of the dwelling at eight cents per buabel.

The adjaining farr, sontaining only, 400 , and no better
land than this, has heen rented out fonthree years for one-third
of the erop, which third amounted to more than $1,00 0 per year
for the two first years, and upwards-of $3,100 the t.ird year.
Persons wantiug such an esiate, or a part of it.! would do
well to wisit it and judge for themsalves, tor to see it wanltl be
but to sgfmir:h and pndn;aepil;-wwuh. Diﬁ.m eresmd ‘en,:
tlemen, of high standing and good ) ent, whe.n spaaking o
this farm, have said that, uhngndm‘ inte consgderation,
the character and qmlily of the improvements, its | peal advan=
tages, 8., in their opinion it was certainl
the best tarm in the county. CHARLBE- 14, PYE,
ot 6—wNItf  Neur Port Tobseco, Charles « sounty, Md.

' LAW SCHOOL

Of Harvard Collegs, Cambridge, M ssachusetls.
'El-lis Institution affords.a complete cou rye of legal educa-
W

tion for the Bar in any of the Unite ¢ States, excepting

nly matters ol m.rely looal law and pra ctice, and alsoa sys-
tematic course of instrugtion in commer gigl law for those who
propose to engage in mereantile pursui oy,

The Law Library, which is constar Ay
now about 14,000 volumes. [t inel
lection of Ameriean and English L¢ w, and the principal works
ot the civil and other foreign law, It is open 1o nux and
warmed and lighted for their us , during ::.'& va=
cations,

The first term in esch acad gmiesl year
week of A::g-u, and the seec md term” the last week of Feb-
ruary. Esch term contini es twen'y weeks. Students are
admitted at uny period of *; term or vacation. ‘The fees are

a term, and $35 for Fgif a term. For this sum students

ve the use of the law 1 ;brary and text books, and of the col-

1‘1? library, and may 8 tend all the coarses of pablic lectures
delivered to the uader sraduates of the Universty.

The instruetors of (he Law School ure Hon. JoEL PARKER,
LL.D.,, Royali Profe ssor ; Hon Trroraitus Pansoss, LL.D.,
Dane 930t 3 Tdon, Frenemicxk H. Arcew, University
Profiasor ; and Hon. Luraxa §. Gusatwe, Leearer, upon
Parliamentary Law, the Civil Law,and Criminal Law. In-
struction is given by lectures, recitations, and examinations,
and moot cou etg,

increasing, contains

'ades a very complete col-

both terms

For further information applivation et be made to either
of the insteuctors, JARED SPARKS,
mar 6 President.

MERICAN tml.dnnom K IJF*E:E':‘::L:M

prepared in the style e Engli same
t wddodpodl’wt‘l?ulwheduimwm ee with the
ad t of seience and art—to be g«bl! annuaily.
Priee, in plp'l‘.' $1 : in cloth binding, $1.95.

For sale in th:_lgravnl‘gy

R & MAURY,

B near 9th street.

begins in the last
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